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NORMAN BROS. & BEARD, Organ Builders, 


NORWIGH, 


Refer with pleasure to a few of their Recent Organs, some of 


which are now in course of construction at their factory. 


Manuals, Registers, 
CAMBRIDGE: Jesus College ie 4 aa 53 
BRENTWOOD, Essex: St. Thomas’ Church °: 3 *. 39 
Norwicu: St. Mary’s Baptist Chapel . we 3 ey 36 
SEDBERGH, YORKS: Grammar School . ‘ 3 ‘ 33 
Woucuron, Bucks: Parish Church 3 32 
CAMBRIDGE: St, Andrew’s Baptist Chapel 3 31 
Ipswicu: St. Michael’s Church oe ry 3 31 
ABERDEEN: King’s College ; 3 31 
BeccLes, SuFFOLK: Parish Church bs 3 30 
WisBeEcu, CamBs: Free Methodist Chapel 3 29 
BEXHILL, Sussex: St, Barnabas’ Church 3 27 
Norwicu: St. Michael at Coslany Church 3 26 
HALESWoRTH, SUFFOLK: Parish Church 2 26 
HEIGHAM, Norr OLK: St. Thomas’ Church 2 26 
Oporto: English, Church . ay 2 25 
Norwicu ; New City Chapel 2 25 


CHRISTMAS CAROLS. 


By E, BUNNETT, Mus, D. Cantab, 


IN TWO BOOKS, 


Price, in Paper Wrapper, One Shilling each; or 
in Single Numbers One Penny each, 

The Words of the above, which are chiefly Copyrights, can 
be had on application to the Composer, and a liberal allow- 
ance will be made where quantities are ordered. A Specimen 
Copy will be sent on application to Dr. BUNNETT, The 
Close, Norwich. 


NOVELLO, EWER, & CO., LONDON AND NEW YORK, 





IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT. 





“THE SILVER LINK,” 


An Illustrated riasaiatsind Magazine for Home and School. 


The FIRST PART commences with January 1892, and the CouNCIL earnestly desire the co-operation of Ministers, 
Superintendents, Teachers, and all interested in Young People to secure the success of the enterprise. 


The January Number will contain the first chapter of a charming Serial Story hy M. E. ROPES, entitled : 


“ME AND HER.” 


THE 1.B.R.A. 
With Letter from Mr. C. WATERS. 


THE STORY OF SAMARIA. 
By J. R. S. Citrrorp, (/dustrated.) 


OUR OWN MISSIONARY. 
With Portrait of Dr. J. L. Puitirps 


A CHAT WITH THE YOUNG FOLKS. 


By Rev. Mark Guy Pearse, 


A LINK THAT WILL HOLD. 


(Poetry.) By Jesse Pace, 


READY EARLY 


SKIMMING THE CREAM 


By Proressc.. ADENEY. 


NELLIE, THE FERRY LASSIE. 
By Acnes L. Pace. (/iustrated.) 


BOOKS YOU WOULD LIKE TO READ. 


THE PRIORY BOYS. Serial Story. 
By Beny. Crarke. (///ustrated.) 


| BIBLE BUTTERFLIES. 


By Author of “Insect Lights.” (///ustrated.) 
THE EDITOR TO HIS NEW FRIENDS. 


IN DECEMBER. 


SEND FOR SPECIMEN COPY. 
4to, 24 Pages, with Coloured Wrapper. PRICE ONE PENNY. 


Terms for Localising may be had on application. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 56, OLD BAILEY, LONDON, F.C, 
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Professional Notices. 
R. BROUGHTON BLACK (Principal Baritone 


D'Oyly Carte’s Optra Companies, formerly of St. Paul's 
Cathedral Choir) is now available for special Church Engagements, 
Grand or Comic Opera, Oratorio, or Miscellaneous Concerts.—Address, 
38, Mount Pleasant Lane, Upper Clapton, N.E. 


ISS JESSIE DIXON (CONTRALTO).— 
7, Chetwynd Road, Highgate, N. 





ISS BESSIE. HOL T (SOPRANO). ~- Rawten- 
all, Manchester, and 6, Ducie Street, Clapham, SW. 
R. JAMES ‘H. HU DSON (BARITONE) 
(late of the J. W. Turner, Salvini, King, Rousbey, and O’Beirne 
Opera Companies), is at liberty to accept Engagements for Ballad, Opera, 
and Oratorio. Terms, etc., on application. —Eden Terrace, seeyenape. 





Miss EDITH LUKE (SOPRANO), Associate 

Gold Medal, L.A.M., Leading Soprano, Christ Church, West- 
minster Bridge Road. For Concerts, Oratorios.— Letters c/o Musica 
cannes oO on, 44, Fleet Street, E.C. 





ISS NE LL IE POI, L ARD, SOPRANO.—For 
1 Concerts, Oratorios, and At- orale, TEACHER of the 
PIANOFORTE, VIOLIN, and SINGING.—1, White Hart Buildings, 
High Road, Tottenham. 


R. ARTHUR SELBY (DRAMATIC BARI- 


TONE).—For Concerts, Oratorios, etc.—15, Ballater Road, 
Acre snes Brixton, S.W. 


RS. STANESBY (SOPRANO).—104, Ferme 
Park Road, N. 


R. ALEXANDER TUCKER (Principal BASS in | 


THE CITY TEMPLE 
THURSDAY CONCERTS. 
THURSDAY, December 3rd, 1891, 
SPECIAL CONCERT. 


The City Temple Orchestral Band. 
The Bijou Mandolin Band. 
VOCALISTS— 





| Miss EMILY DAVIES. Mr. MALDWYN HUMPHREYS. 


RECITATIONS by Mr. ALEXANDER WATSON. 


TICKETS— AREA, 6d. ; GALLERY, 3d. 


Doors open a at 6.45, Concert to commence at 7.30. 


“0 SING TO THE LORD A NEW SONG ! ’ 


Prize Anthem. 
By MATTHEW KINGSTON. 


This composition won the Prize offered by the NoNcon- 
FORMIST MUSICAL JOURNAL for the best Festival Anthem. 











' Dr. E. J. Hopkins (the adjudicator) described it as 


| 
| 
| 


the City Temple Choir).—“ Mr. Alexander Tucker is the happy | 
possessor of a fine deep bass voice, of great purity and strength, and is | 


a welcome addition to the concert platform, where good basses are 
somewhat rare.”—Our Celebrities, July 1891.—5, SEskdale Villas, 
Brixton, S.W. 


ADAME CLARA WEST (SOPRANO), MISS 
LOTTIE WEST (CONTRALTO). —Of the Crystal Palace, 
London and Provincial Choral Societies’ Concerts, etc.—24, King 
Edward Road, Hackney, London. 
ISS ETTA WRIGHT (SOPRANO), Pupil 
om Sd Signor Manuel Garcia. — 57, Kelvin Road, Highbury 
ark, 


D®: F. J. KARN, Mus. Bac. Cantab. ; Mus. Doc. 
Trinity College, Towa; ae ¢ o aives LESSONS 
personally or by post in HARMONY, COUNTERPOINT, FUGUE, 
ORCHESTRATION, ACOUST 2 etc.; and prepares for Musical 
TM ations, Latest successes C.0. and A.C.O., July 1891 ; 

» July 1891; L.R.A.M. (COMPOSITION) 18913 ” Intermediate 
i et London, 1890; Durham rst Mus. Bac., 1890; Prelim. Mus. 
Bac. c Cambridge, 1890 ; Mus. Doc. and Mus. Bac., T.C.T., 1891; 
A.R.C.M. Upwards of TWO HUNDRED Diplomas and Degrees 
gained by Dr. Karn’s pupils at Musical Exams. and TWO GOLD 
MEDALS. MSS. revised for publication. Terms or moderate. 
Address, 70, Park Road, Haverstock Hill, London, N.W. 


M®: MAT THEW KINGSTON teaches Harmony, 


Counterpoint, Canon, and Fugue by Correspondence. Also pre- 
pares for Musical Exams. —Sydney House, West Che, Bournemouth. 


R. “ay ANDO A. MANSFIEL D, Mus. Doc., 
T.C.T., F.C.O., L.Mus. T.C.L. and L.C.M., Torquay, PRE. 
PARES ‘CANDIDATE S, by Correspondence, for all Musical | Exams. 
Over 30 successes annually. 


‘THERE WERE SHEPHERDS.” 
Anthem for Christmas. 
By G. E. LYLE, Organist, Sherborne Abbey, DORSET. 


a sirited and vigorous, well suited to parish chats. * —Musical Standard. 
ve best wodern setting I have seen,” —A/us, Doc. 
So ae lighted with your Christmas Anthe m, that shall have it sung by my choir 


in Paris.” "Officier & Academie. 
Price 2d., FROM THE Composer, 


‘Good musicianly writing, true church m music. "am "hurch Musician, 
CHRISTMAS ANTHEM (FULL). 
“In the Beginning was the Word.” 
By W. HENRY MAXFIELD, Mus. Bac., F.C.O. 
* Price Threepence, 


NOVELLO, EWER, & CO. 
Or from the COMPOSER, The Downs, BOWDON, 


** Excellent.” 
Price SIXPENCE. 


NONCONFORMIST MUSICAL JOURNAL OFFICE, 
44, FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


RGANIST REQUIRED at the Congregational 


Church, Arundel Square.—A Ply. by letter only, to A. W. King 
8, Roseleigh Avenue, Highbury | Park, N i 





RGANIST desires Appointment in Noncon- 
formist Church. South London preferred. Excellent Testimonials. 
Moderate salary. --A, B., The Vale, Bromley, Kent. 


NEW CHRISTMAS CAROL 
OLY CHILD and GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
wm. 


y H. ERNEST NICHOL, Mus. Bac,, Oxon. 
Price 2d. re notations. Specimens gratis and post free to any Choir- 
master from the ComposEr, Marlborough | Avenue, Hull. 


RGANS (CHURCH).—Good Second-hand; re- 


built and modern, ready for erection, various ‘T'wo- a @ne- 
Manual Organs; space required for alterations.—For full particulars 
state requirements, and apply to Bryceson Bros., Lim., Charlton Works, 
Islington Green, London. 





RGAN FOR SALE.—Handsome oak case, 


Two Manuals, Pedals, Fourteen Stops, and Couplers, Very 


| powerful, good tone, suitable for church or public institution. A bargain 


| 


for cash. rf — Particulars of J. R. Bedwell, High Street, Colchester. 
UBULAR ORGANS FOR SALE.-—A large 


Three-Manual and Pedal Organ, ‘Tubular, with A. Hunter & 
Son’s Patent Tubular Coupling Chamber, 31 Speaking Sto.s. Also a 
Two-Manual and Pedal Organ, ‘Tubular, with 1g Speaking Stops. To 
be seen at A. Hunter & Son’s Organ Factory, 65a, High St., Clapham. 


MERICAN ORGANS, second to none for 
volume of Tone and pipe-like quality of Voicing.—Lawrance, 
20, St. James’ Street, _ Islington. 


O CHORAL SOCIETIES, CHOIRS, ‘ete. —On 

receipt of Oné Shilling we send (post free) Sample Parcel of 

Effective ANTHEMS and GLEES, all seasons.—WiLcock Bros., 
Music Publishers, 26, Moorfields, London. 





N SALE.—THREE-MANUAL AND PEDAI. 
ORGAN, Fourteen Stops ; blown by Hydraulic Engine. Suit. 


| able for place of worship or professional.—Apply, J. Murgatroyd, Belle 


me 
| 
| 


| 


Vue Organ Works, ‘Bra ford. 


OWER”’ ORGAN “WORKS. —Specifications, 

Rebuilding, Repairs, Voicing, and Tuning by experienced 

Artists. Pipes and Fittings. Second- hand % pe and Materials.—- 
T. R. . Willis (from Minories), 455 Leman Street, ndon, E. 


R. WILLIS (from Minories, estd. 1827), Maker 
e and Importer of Brass and Wood Instruments, Harmonium 
Reeds, s, Strings, ire, Violins, Concertinas, etc. —A5, | Leman Street, EL 


pyc PRACTICE (near City), ue per hour, 

n a complete instrument—three 

C.O. peda s, etc., blown by engine,—Willis (from Minories) 455 fae 
Street, 
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strong evidence of the power of music, and we 
believe the minister of this church is the first to 
acknowledge it and be thankful for it. 

We maintain very strongly that it is very im- 
portant that the musical service should be kept 
well up to the mark, not only as an attraction to 
outsiders, but in order to retain our congregations. 
People love good music. It does them good, and 
they will have it. Why should it be expelled from 
the church? It is one of God’s choicest gifts, and 
the human voice is the finest musical instrument. 
All these blessings come from the Creator, and 
they should be used to the full in His service, 
Young people especially have a keen desire for 
something better than the old-fashioned service, 


| which was often rendered in a very slovenly 


manner; and, unless our churches are alive to 
this fact, and supply this want, these young people 
will go to other churches where their desires can 


| be satisfied. Many churches are, we are glad to 


say, fully conscious of this necessity, and have 
modernised their services accordingly. 

The great drawback is, that there are some 
ministers (usually very poor preachers) who regard 
this movement with suspicion, Possibly they 
may feel a little jealous that music will draw, 
while their sermons will not do so, Others, 
probably owing to prejudice, have got it into 
their brain that the musical enthusiasts want to 


| monopolise the service. Only the other evening, 


at a meeting of Presbyterian choirs in Canon- 
bury, Dr. Donald Fraser actually suggested that 


| some of these musical reformers would get rid of the 
| minister if they could! Of course, a man like Dr. 


Fraser, brought up in the narrow, old-fashioned 


| Presbyterian school, cannot be expected to look 
| very favourably upon modern ideas of musical 


worship; it would be a miracle if he did. But 


| the younger generation of Presbyterian ministers 


Is it right and proper for music to be made an 
attraction to draw those people into church who | 
otherwise rarely go near a place of worship? 
That is a question upon which opinion does not 
agree. There are those who maintain that, unless 
persons go to church expressly for the sake of 
worship, they will get no good, and it is useless, 
if not wrong, to tempt them inside by music or 
any other means, On the other hand, there are 
many who think that, if music will fill a badly 
attended church, the minister may be able to do 
some of his hearers good. Better to preach to full 
pews than empty ones, for then there is at least an 
opportunity. The members of the Salvation Army 
evidently hold this view, for their bands parade 
the streets before service for the express purpose 
of drawing outsiders to their barracks; and, to 
their credit, let it be said that results have abun- 
dantly shown that they are right. There are 
thousands of people in every large town who 
usually go nowhere, who would possibly—yea, 
probably—be attracted by a service of song. Only 
recently we heard of a church near London in 
which the congregation increased from a hundred 
and fifty to six hundred in three months, the im- 
provement being attributed to the bright musical 
service which was introduced, Surely that is very | 





| are, we are glad to know, far more advanced in 


their views, and encourage good musical services, 
They have wisely gauged the wish of the people, 
and are guided thereby. It is the people who will 
settle the point; and if they don’t get what they 
feel is necessary, the minister will be left “ high 
and dry.” 

If there are any advocates of musical reforms in 
our worship music who would be glad to dispense 
with the minister, as Dr, Fraser suggests (but which 
we much doubt), we do not know them, nor have 
we any desire to make their acquaintance. The 
sermon alone, however able, without the aid of 
music of any kind, would not form a bright or very 
attractive service ; and music alone, without prayer 
and a sermon, would not be the most profitable 
arrangement. But combine the two, and then 
a service can be arranged which will fill the 
church, and be an inspiration and a blessing to all 
who take part in it. ‘“ Union is strength” is cer- 
tainly most true in respect to minister and choir. 

* # * + * + 

At the same meeting, speaking of musical matters 
being left in the hands of the organist or choir- 
master, Dr. Fraser said something to this effect: 
“T never could and never shall play any musical 
instrument ; I know nothing of music theoretically ; 





| 
| 
| 
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but I know what I like, and I can tell when a | 


tune goes well. I therefore certainly decline to 
give up the control of musical matters into other 


hands.” We wonder what Dr. Fraser would think 


if his organist (or one of his elders either) was to 


say, ‘I have never been to a theological college ; | 
have no knowledge of homiletics ; but I know what 
a good sermon is, and I therefore mean to have a 
voice in the selection and treatment of the subjects 
of the sermon in my church.” We imagine the 
organist would very quickly have to look out for 
another sphere—and very properly so. But both 
speeches are equally absurd. For either minister 
or organist arrogantly to claim control is a mistake. 
If both men are reasonable, it is perfectly easy 
for the organist to manage musical matters to the 
satisfaction of all parties. If they are mof reason- 
able men, the sooner they part the better. 





Wuen will the choir in every church get proper 
recognition ? An _ organist writes as follows: 
““The other Sunday we had our Harvest Kgstival, 
and I prepared two anthems, ‘O Lord, how 
manifold’ and ‘Ye shall dwell in the land’; 
and what do you think the authorities (that is, 
the /adies) did in order to encourage the choir and 
show their real interest in the improvement of the 
services ? 
the pulpit, etce., and to do so, ¢urned all the choir 
seats out into the aisles: this was done without any 
nolice given to us, so the choir had to disperse 
where they could, and get seats along the aisles— 
of course divided by a long distance, and* placed 
most awkwardly. However, they picked up their 
courage bravely, and carried the anthems through 
very well indeed, considering the state of things, 
That is how we are treated, and then complaints 
are made that the music is not what it should be.” 

We have often advocated the desirability of 
students in our colleges being taught something 
of music. We are glad to hear, therefore, that 
Mr. H. C. Banister, one of the professors at the 
Royal Academy and a deacon of Tottenham Court 
Road Chapel, has been giving an address to the 
students of Hackney College on “Music and 
Preaching.” 





Mr. F. G. Epwarps, in a letter to The Christian 
World, appeals for twenty half-crowns for the 
purpose of renovating the gravestones of William 
Shrubsole (composer of Miles’ Lane) and Benjamin 
Jacobs (organist of Surrey Chapel from 1794 
to. 1825) in Bunhill Fields, 
doubt, be forthcoming for so desirable an object. 








Tue proposed London Church Festival of the 
Nonconformist Choir Union will be held at the City 
Temple on Tuesday, February 2nd, 1892, when 
Dr. Parker will preach. Besides several hymns 
of a bright character and a chant, Sullivan’s anthem 


Well, they undertook to ‘decorate’ | 
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voluntaries being played by Messrs. Noakes and 
Goodes. 

Tuesrt Metropolitan Church Festivals have not 
hitherto been so successful in point of attendance 
as might be desired. We earnestly hope the choirs 
will respond more heartily on this occasion. We 
may say that any Nonconformist choir can take part 
whether already connected with the Union or not, 
Early application should be made to the Hon, Sec., 
Mr. T. R. Croger, 114, Wood Street, E.C, 








Tne date for the Crystal Palace Festival next 
year is not yet finally settled. The first Saturday 
in June is the usual day; but as in 1892 that 
happens to come just before Whit Monday, it would 
be most inconvenient for the London singers, and 
it would likewise affect the audience. Another 
Saturday as near as possible to June rst will most 
likely be fixed upon. The following are the pieces 
that will probably be sung: “ Hallelujah” (Beet- 
hoven) ; “Sing unto God” (Handel); “ Blessing, 
glory, wisdom” (Tours) ; “ Praise the Lord ” (Bris- 
coe); ‘The Lord be a lamp” (Benedict); “El 
Dorado” (Pinsuti); ‘ Hunting Song” (Mendels- 


' sohn); “Blow, gentle breeze” (Booth) ; “Lady, 


rise” (Smart); ‘Softly falls” (Hatton); “ Jack 
Frost” (Gaul) ; and “ The Lass of Richmond Hill.” 
Mr. Fountain Meen will play an organ solo, and the 
Crystal Palace Band will play several selections. 


Tue books will probably be ready in January. 
Choirs wishing to join in the Festival should send 
an intimation to that effect to Mr. Croger. Early 
in former years many choirs postponed making 
application till so late that all the books had been 
disposed of. To prevent disappointment therefore 
we would advise prompt action. 


With this number we complete our fourth year. 
We may take this opportunity of thanking many 
friends in all parts of the country for kindly interest 
shown in our welfare, and for frequent acts of co- 
operation, which have been of much assistance to 
us. We ask for a continuance of these favours. 
Will our friends help us by making the JournaL 
known as widely as possible? Organists and 
choirmasters might secure new subscribers amongst 
their choir members and musical friends in the 
congregation. We shall be glad to send a supply 
of specimen copies, carriage paid, to any friend 


| who intimates his willingness to distribute them 
| amongst musical people. 


Phe money will, no | 


‘‘ Hearken unto me,” Barnby’s Magnificat and Nunc | 


Dimittis in E, and the Hallelujah Chorus (Messiah) 
will be sung. Mr. A. J. Hawkins will conduct, 
and Mr. Arthur Briscoe will accompany, the 


Cases for binding the JourNaL can be had at our 
office, price one shilling each. The bound volume 
for 1891 will be ready about the 15th, price three 
shillings and sixpence. 





No. 4 of The Organist's Magazine of Voluntaries, 
which was published on November ist, has been 
well reviewed. The Scottish Leader says: “The 


_unambitious character of the pieces—a Postlude, 


Prelude, and Meditation—will win favour, especi- 
ally with young players, so difficult is it to secure 
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organ music within the compass of those moderately 
proficient, that is not positively thin or devoid of 
tunefulness.” Organists who have not yet seen 
this publication should send for a number. 


gWusic in the Scottish Churches. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


SOME very interesting reminiscences of church music 
in Scotland were given by the Rev. Mr. Cooper at the 
recent festival of the newly organised Choir Union in 
Aberdeen. Mr. Cooper laid down at the outset the 
principle, which I fear still needs to be insisted on, that 
our church music should be good, not merely because 
good music will attract the people, but because we 
ought to offer of our very best to Almighty God. He 
heard a very witty man, not long ago, object to singing 
the Creed or the Lord’s Prayer. ‘‘ Mind you,” said this 
objector, ‘I consider those words very sacred.” Un- 
doubtedly, they are most sacred. But is it te detract in 
any way from their sacredness to sing them reverently 
instead of merely saying them? Singing, surely, is the 
noblest, the most expressive, the most affecting mode 
of human speech ; and if you feel the sacredness and 
power of any words, you can bring out that power in 
the most touching way by the vehicle of apt and solemn 
music. Speaking of the anthem, Mr. Cooper reminds 
us that it is no novelty in Scotland. During the last 
century anthems were sung in several Aberdeenshire 
parish churches. In 1761 John Wesley—he notes the 
fact in his diary—heard “thirty or forty persons sing 
an anthem ” at evening service in the parish church of 
Monymusk, “ after service, with such voices and such 
judgment that I doubt whether they would have been 
exceeded in any cathedral in England.” Mr. Cooper 
would have the words of the anthem in the people’s 
hands, but he does not approve of the people attempting 
to join in the singing. 

Some of Mr. Cooper's remarks regarding the metrical 
version of the Psalms used in the Scottish churches are 
not likely to be universally welcomed. He admits the 
general excellence of the present version, but emphasises 
the fact that the true way to use the Psalms is to chant 
them in the prose version. In that respect he is in 
accord with Dr. Beattie, the author of “ The Minstrel,” 
who, writing in 1778 to Dr. Blair, says: “ There is in 
our prose translation of the Psalms a simple majesty 
which it is impossible for the best versifier on earth not 
to violate when he frames them to modern numbers. 
Nay, I am in doubt whether church musick would not 
have more energy were we to sing our psalms according 
to that form of recitative which in England is called 
chanting.” Sir Walter Scott, too, though he admired 
the metrical psalms, thought there were insuperable diffi- 
culties in the way of a satisfactory versified rendering ; 
and the author of ‘‘ The Christian Year,” who undertook 
the task, tells us that he rose up from it with the full 
conviction that the thing attempted is, strictly speaking, 
impossible, it being obvious, from the structure of the 
Hebrew Psalms, that they were intended not for sing- 
ing, but for chanting. Notwithstanding this, Keble 
really published his version, assigning for so doing a 
reason which sounds curious enough nowadays. ‘The 
custom,” he says, ‘of singing the Psalms in metre 
rather than chanting them has prevailed among us so 
long and so universally that there is small hope of 
changing it.” These words were written so late as 
1839. In that year Tate and Brady certainly seemed as 
securely in possession in the English churches as the 
metrical version is in Scotland now. Yet such and so 
rapid has been the progress of prose chanting that the 
present generation hardly knows that English Church- 


| 
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men ever did anything else than chant the Psalms. 
Whether the change will come so rapidly in Scotland 
remains to be seen. At present appearances are all 
in favour of the total displacement of the Psalms by 
hymns. 

In Scotland there seems to be more hope of the re- 
introduction of orchestral instruments into the churches 
than in England. In Dundee I note that a series ot 
Sunday afternoon services have just been started, at 
which the service of praise is being assisted by an 
orchestra under the direction of thé Misses Wallace. 
The ‘music consists of selections from several of the 
great composers, given in the form of voluntaries; and 
there are also selections of the best known psalm 
tunes andof hymns. At the second service the Rev. Mr. 
Williamson said that, although he met with several 
persons who were well. pleased with their efforts, 
he had not found any one who offered the slightest 
objection to the method they had adopted of spending 
the Sunday afternoon. He was struck with the remark 
of one man, who said that it seemed to him that it was 
like a number of friends met together to have a little 
sacred music, That he thought was a recommendation, 
for it was no part of his belief that religion should be 
associated with discomfort and gloom; and if they 
‘could make their church services interesting, and make 
people feel that it was a pleasure to meet their fellow- 
creatures under the direction of religion, it would per- 
haps help to solve the difficulty of getting people to 
attend the church. Anything that could break down 
the chilly isolation and individuality which so often 
characterised the members of the same church was to 
be earnestly desired. These are sensible words, and I 
am glad that the ministers are more and more coming 
to see that the people are not to be attracted by the 
power of preaching alone. 

Happening to be present at an organ recital given in 
the historic church of Old Greyfriars, Edinburgh, the 
other evening, I could not help recalling the fact that 
here all but the first instrument used in a Presbyterian 
church since the Reformation was introduced about 
1859. It wasa bold defiance of traditional usage and 
authority that Dr. Lee thus showed; and as instru- 
mental music in church was then generally looked upon 
as the invention of the Evil One, it was but natural that 
the subject should be taken up by the Fathers and 
Brethren of the Assembly. Dr. Lee had a keen fight 
for liberty, but he ultimately triumphed; and though 
he has long since passed to his rest, his influence con- 
tinues to be felt in the reformation which is still going 
on in the Church. 

J. CuTHBerRT HADDEN. 


OLDHAM NONCONFORMIST CHOIR UNION, 


UNDER the auspices of the above union Mr. Minshall gave 
a lecture on “ Nonconformist Worship Music ” in King 
Street Chapel, on Tuesday, the 17th ult. J. Parkyn, Esq., 
of Lees, presided. In spite of several other attractions 
of a somewhat similar character on the same evening, 
there was a large audience. The “illustrations” were 
admirably rendered by a choir of about twenty-five 
voices, selected from several choirs connected with 
the Union, Mr. C. S. Davies was a most efficient 
conductor, and Mr. J. Thompson, A.C.O., presided at 
the organ. A quartet was nicely rendered by Misses 
M. and E. Wellens, Mr. R. Wellens, and Mr. Spencer. 
Miss Annie Cooper gave a solo with much clearness. 
Smart’s fine anthem “The Lord hath done great 
things” was sung with great expression, Mr. Roscoe 
Wormald rendering the tenor solo most artistically. A 
vote of thanks to lecturer, chairman, singers, etc., was 


| carried with loud applause. 
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Music at Wansficld College, Orford. 


Tuar it is possible to write in a Nonconformist 
journal of a Nonconformist college, established in | 
a town redolent of Church traditions, and even 
scorched by the fires of persecution, is surely a 
mark of flux and change. Times are indeed 
changed since those were burnt at Oxford who lit 
“such a candle as, by God’s grace,” still illumines 
the world. Disabilities have not entirely ceased 
to dog Dissenters. Every one must remember the | 
fumes and fury generated by Mr. Jowett’s nomi- 
nation of Mr. Horton as examiner in the School 
of Theology. But Oxford has herself raised a 
monument to her earlier martyrs, and she has | 
now welcomed a body of men who are themselves | 
representative of a martyr-race—their ancestor 
Nonconformists, who were rigorously barred out 
from every avenue of culture, but whose descend- 
ants are now among the most highly cultured and 
esteemed denizens of these academic groves. 

Mansfield College is not itself a corporate part | 
of the University. It has no recognised status ; 
indeed, it is classed by the superior Oxford 
Magazine among “ clubs and societies.” But it is 
architecturally a feature of Oxford, and it fulfils a | 
double office : it is a place of training chiefly for 
graduates who are entering the ministry, and a | 
spiritual refuge for Nonconformist members of the 
University from the allurements of Episcopacy. 
Its influence can hardly be estimated in these early 
days ; but its principal, Dr. Fairbairn, is still in 
the prime of life, and during the next twenty 
years we have reason to expect great things. 

The college chapel is an admirable specimen of 
Perpendicular work. Statues of Origen, Athanasius, | 


} 
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and Augustine adorn the porch; the interior con- 
_ tains statues of eminent divines, chosen without 
regard to their peculiar tenets or their antagonistic 
relations one with another. The north wall, beneath 
a richly coloured window, is covered with hand- 
some canopied stalls of carved oak; the pulpit is 
at the north-east corner ; the organ, enclosed in a 
chamber midway between floor and roof, shows its 
bright front pipes on the opposite side. It is the 
gift of Mr. W. H. Wills, of Bristol, and was built 
by W. C. Vowles, of the same city. It is a three- 
manual instrument, containing about thirty-six 
speaking stops, some of which are of great excel- 


| lence ; the action, however, is not good, and there 


is a deficiency in ‘ body,” the diapasons being of 
too small a scale. 

Services are held at Mansfield only in term, the 
chapel being therefore closed for nearly half the 
year. During term there are two services each 
week, one on Sunday morning at half-past eleven, 
one on a week evening. The great specialty of 
Mansfield is its sermon. The pulpit, which is 
representative, not of one section, but of all the 
Free Churches, is occupied in turn by select 
preachers, among whom have been Dr. Dale, 


| George Mac Donald, Dr. Mackennal, Dr. Clifford, 


Dr. A. B. Bruce, Mr. Hugh Price Hughes, and 
many other first-rank men. The chapel is almost 


_ always well filled, the seats on one side of the 


centre aisle being reserved for members of the 
University, on the other for residents and visitors. 
On the occasion of my visit, Dr. Fairbairn preached 
a magnificent sermon, one of a course on “ Christ 
in Modern Theology,” in which he showed how 
the spirit of Christ has survived through all the 
succeeding epochs of the world’s history, and how 
men to-day, after having seen their Christ through 
the traditions of the Fathers, and through the mists 
of Classicism and the glamour of Romanticism, 
are going back to the historical Christ as revealed 
by His own immediate followers. 

As already hinted, the importance of the sermon 
overshadows the rest of the service. The music 
consists solely of four hymns from the new Con- 
gregational Hymnal. There is no choir, though a 
few of the Mansfield students—too few—endeavour 
to lead the singing, which is practically unisonal. 
The hymns sung on the Sunday morning of my 
visit were “ Eternal Light,” to H. L. Morley’s 
tune; ‘Holy, holy, holy,” to the only possible 
tune—Dykes’s; ‘‘We saw Thee not when Thou 


| didst come,” to Kigelman’s tune, sometimes known 


as Halle; and, “O grant us light, that we may 
know,” to the tune Bres/au. Of the singing, it can 
only be said that it was “congregational”: that 
is—in the absence of a choir, and with an organ 
so far away—slow, almost expressionless, and 
“ragged,” there being not unfrequently three /empi 
adopted, one by the organ, one by the Mansfield 
men in the stalls and by those of the congregation 
nearest them, and the third by the people in the 
seats at the back. It seems a pity that no attempt 


, is made to render the musical part of the service 


worthy of the sermon. 


The duties of organist are divided. On Sunday 
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mornings the player is Mr. John Farmer (whose 
likeness we give above), formerly music-master at 
Harrow, now organist at Balliol College, and well 
known as the composer of the children’s oratorio 
Christ and His Soldiers, and other deservedly 
popular works. Mr. Farmer has a style of playing 
distinctly his own. He is, of course, greatly 
hampered by the lack of a choir, which necessi- 
tates constant loud playing, and an otherwise too 
frequent use of the reeds. At the end of each 
verse of every hymn Mr. Farmer played the last 
line of the tune as an interlude, which would have 
been effective if the combination of stops had been 
more varied, The organist at the week-day ser- 
vice is Mr. F. J. Shepherd, a junior student of the 
College, whom, of course, I had not the pleasure 
of hearing. 

Mansfield, it will be seen, makes no pretence in 
the matter of music; but the service could hardly 
lose, and might perhaps gain, if the music were 
made as satisfying and inspiring as the sermon 
undoubtedly is. It appears that Mr. Farmer has 
a rooted objection to choirs, and recognises no 
mean to be aimed at between a full cathedral 
service and unisonal singing of the kind heard at 
Mansfield. Whether these self-imposed limitations 
are best for Mansfield is a question which perhaps 
can hardly be judged by an outsider: it is certain 
that they would not for a moment be accepted by 
the majority of Nonconformists. 





Wusic as an Aid to THorship. 


By THE EDITOR. 


A Paper read at the Congregational Union Meeting at 
Southport, October 14th, 1891. 


Ir will be a source of much satisfaction to you, and to 
many in all parts of the country who are not present 
with us to-day, that, after an interval of thirteen years, 
the committee of the Congregational Union of England 
and Wales have again brought forward the subject of 
Church music for consideration and discussion. Those 
who, in various ways, are endeavouring to improve 
our Congregational Psalmody, probably feel that such 
an important feature in our services ought not to have 
been left out of the programme for so long a period, 
especially when topics of far less real practical interest 
have been so frequently introduced. It must be 
remembered, however, that the Committee has not 
been wholly indifferent to the matter, for, during the 
last few years, the Congregational Church Hymnal, 
the Mission Hymnal, and the Sunday School 
Hymnal—three excellent books—have been published 
by the Union. The Congregational Church Hymnal, 
of which nearly 400,000 copies have already been sold, 
has done, and will do, much to stimulate and improve 
our Congregational singing. 

The publication of these books clearly indicates the 
fact that much attention is now being given to music 
in our churches, and the widespread adoption of the 


Hymnal shows that our people are anxious to make 


the Service of Praise as perfect as possible. 
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SIGNS OF PROGRESS. 

In other directions, also, are signs that increasing 
interest is being given to worship music. Let me 
mention four. (1) The Bristol Tune Book, a de- 
servedly popular book in those of our churches where 
a tune-book only is wanted, has recently been enlarged 
to meet the necessity Of the times. (2) Many of the 
congregations which, ten, fifteen, or twenty years ago, 
were musically dead, have sprung into vigorous life, 
and to-day have really excellent singing. (3) The 
formation of the Nonconformist Choir Union (with 
local unions in many parts of the country), which, 
though only started in 1888, can boast of a membership 
of about 5,000 singers, hailing from Bournemouth in 
the south to Oldham in the north, and from Ipswich in 
the east to Oswestry in the west. 
the Union is to improve the choir and congregational 
singing in the Nonconformist Churches, and as the 
chairman of the Union, I can testify that much good 
and permanent work in that direction is being done, 
(4) The issue of a monthly publication, THE NONcoN- 
FORMIST MUSICAL JOURNAL—a paper devoted entirely 
to the interests of Nonconformist Church music, and 
which circulates largely amongst all denominations, 
but especially amongst Congregationalists. I hope and 
believe that this periodical is having a beneficial in- 
fluence in many of our churches. I may, perhaps, be 
pardoned for saying that, having thrown my whole 
heart into the purpose of it, it would be a great dis- 
appointment to me if the journal failed to do real and 
lasting good. 

Taking thus a very brief glance at what has been 
accomplished in regard to our Church music in recent 
years, it is evident that we are advancing, not very 
fast, perhaps, but surely, and there is every indication 
that the near future will see further progress. There is 
still much to be aimed at, for perfection is not yet in 
sight. If all who are interested in the Service of 
Praise were really enthusiastic and diligent, and if our 
old-fashioned friends could but be persuaded that altera- 
tions in our present methods and the introduction of 
new features in our services are really not of the devil, 
either directly or indirectly, then I believe we should 
quickly make our worship music much brighter, and 
much more attractive. 








MusIcaL SERVICE NEEDS REVISION, 

The musical service in the great majority of our 
chapels needs thorough revision. Old forms and 
methods are quite out of date, and should therefore 
be swept away. We must be governed by modern 
ideas, and adapt ourselves to the necessities of present 
day requirements. Our grandfathers were possibly 
content with a certain order of service, but our children 
are not satisfied with it, because their surroundings 
are entirely different. Education has reached a much 
higher standard, and people are consequently more 
cultured and refined than they were fifty years ago. 
If we are to retain a hold upon our people, especially 
upon our young people, we must throw overboard all 
these old-fashioned and groundless prejudices, and 
modernise our musical services. Account for it as you 
will, there is undoubtedly a desire for something more 
ornate in our services than has hitherto been found ; 


The sole object of 
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and if we do not provide it, many of our people will 
certainly go where they can get it. The esthetic side 
of worship must be taken into consideration. The 


{ 
| 
| 
| 


easy-going, slip-shod, and slovenly way of conducting | 


service ought to be a thing of the past. To-day we 
require things done “decently and in order.” Ministers, 
deacons, and others who are so blind—or shall I say 
prejudiced—as not to see the necessities of the times in 
regard to our music, are doing serious injury to the 
church to which they belong, and they will one day 
awake from their sleep of ignorance to find out their 
mistake when it is too late. A merchant or shopkeeper 
who conducts his business upon old-fashioned principles, 
instead of being up ‘~c modern ideas, will certainly find 
himself in the Bankruptcy Court, and that very quickly. 
So, too, will a church, unwilling to adopt necessary 
reforms, find itself in a state of religious bankruptcy 
from which it will not recover. Sleepy sermons, prosy 
prayers, and slovenly singing have cankered the growth 
of many a church, 


SUGGESTED AMENDMENTS. 


What, then, can be done to amend our services, and so | 


make them more acceptable and helpful to our congre- 
gations? The people are longing to take a larger part, 
audibly, in the service. A great deal too much is left to 
the minister, who reads the Lessons, prays twice, or 
perhaps three times, gives out the hymns, and preaches 


the sermon. All the congregation have to do is to sing | 


three, or perhaps four, hymns, or in some cases a chant 
may be added, and in comparatively a few instances 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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gation cannot be expected to take part in such an 
anthem, but they could quietly hear it with pleasure 
and profit, and its influence on them would certainly be 
elevating and refining. There is, in some quarters, a 
strong prejudice against anything being sung by the 
choir alone ; it is termed a “ performance.” If it is really 
a mere display by the choir, the fault is with them and 
not with the anthem, and unless they can render such 


| compositions with proper religious feeling they should 


| make way for more reverent singers. Another objection 


| 


eh . . | 
an anthem also. The congregation are audibly engaged 


for, say, twenty minutes, while the minister is occupied 
four times as long, and not infrequently the sermon is 
so lengthy that the last hymn has to be curtailed. 


A LiturGy. 

The “introductory service,” as it is often called, 
should be lengthened and made more varied in charac- 
ter. As a very helpful and devotional addition many 
would heartily welcome a short liturgical form, in- 
cluding part of the Litany, with musical but congrega- 
tional responses, 


THE Lorp’s PRAYER TO BE SAID OR SUNG. 

At every service the Lord’s Prayer should be said, or, 
better still, monotoned or sung to a simple setting in 
which all the people could join. Many will remember 
the wonderful effect produced by the Jubilee Singers 
when they sang it. Why should it not be so sung in 
our churches and be equally impressive ? 


CHANTS AND ANTHEMS. 


I have sometimes heard to this kind of anthem is that it 
will not save men’s souls. Perhaps not, but it wili do 
something towards it. Mere tilling of the soil will not 
produce a harvest; but sowing the seed will be a waste 
of time and material unless the ground in which it is 
sown has previously been prepared. So an anthem, by 
its pathos and tenderness, will often bring men’s hearts 
into a state of preparedness to receive the Word which 
the minister shall presently preach. 


’ 


“ AMEN” TO BE SUNG. 

The “ Amen” to the hymns should of course be sung 
as written in the Hymnal. The “Amen” to the prayers, 
too, should be said, or better still, sung to a simple 
cadence, At the end of the Benediction nothing can 
be more devotional and appropriate than Sir John 
Stainer’s ‘Sevenfold Amen,” which, if sung with true 
feeling, is most impressive and devotional. 


SOLO-SINGING. 

The introduction of a solo is pleasing and effective. 
In mission services solos are frequently heard, but they 
are introduced into our regular services in some churches 
with fear and trembling. Why they should be per- 
missible at one and not at the other is a marvellous 
mystery. Further, I anticipate we all enjoy hearing 
some of our best sacred solos sung in our family circle 


| on a Sunday evening. Why should not one of them 


be repeated in church for the benefit of many coming 
from poorer homes, who have not the same advantages 
and privileges as we have? They, if they were allowed 
so to hear it, would probably appreciate it more than 
we do. 
SERVICES OF SONG. 

It may be well, occasionally, say once every three 

months, to make the service almost entirely a service of 


| song. Part of the music could be sung by the choir 


No service should be considered complete without a | 


chant and an anthem. Hymns alone are apt to become 


monotonous : we need variety. As regards the anthem, | 


I should suggest that at one service a moderately easy 
one, in which the congregation could readily join, be 
selected. At the other service a more elaborate com- 
position should be sung by the choir alone, the congre- 
gation remaining seated ; with the words before them 
they would be able to join in heart if not with the lip. 
Some of the best music written by our great Church 
musicians would thus be heard, and would undoubtedly 
oe greatly appreciated by many. An ordinary congre- 


alone, but the congregation should take part in the 
greater portion of it. Short and appropriate passages 
of Scripture might be read between the pieces. My 
friend, Mr. J. M. Hutcheson, of Greenock, has admir- 
ably arranged, exclusively from the three sections of 
the Congregational Church Hymnal, several Services 
of Song. One illustrates the life of Moses, another 
the life of Elijah, and another the life of John the 
Baptist. He printed the numbers of the various hymns, 
chants, and anthems on little slips for distribution 
amongst the members of the congregation, so all could 
follow and take part. This is an excellent idea, for 


| it makes the congregation better acquainted with the 


contents of the Hymnal, besides saving the cost of 
specially printed Services of Song. 

These, then, are a few of the alterations that might be 
made in our services with very beneficial results. Some 
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may suit one church and some another; every church 
must, of course, decide for itself. To change of any 
kind there are almost always objectors, and there will 
probably be some who will declare that those who 
advocate such reasonable proposals as I have just set 
forth are “aping the Church,” or “going over to 
Rome.” It is not wise to pay too much attention to 
such obstructionists, though they may be thoroughly 
good and worthy people whom we greatly respect. 
The point is whether we are to conduct the services 
to suit the tastes of the few who belong to a former 
generation, and whose sympathies are entirely with 
things as they were in years gone by, or whether we 
are to provide spiritual food for the #azy who are now 
actively engaged in the battle of life, and who need 
inspiration, encouragement, and help. 

STANDARD OF THE CHOIR DEPENDENT UPON THE 

CHARACTER OF THE SERVICE. 
Sometimes a minister says to me, “I should like to 


have in my church a service such as you advocate, but | 


my choir is not equal to it.” My reply is, ‘So long as | 


your musical service consists of hymns only you will 


never have an efficient choir. Raise the character of | 


the service, and you will soon have a choir efficient 


enough to meet all demands.” Singers will not attend | 
practices if psalm tunes only are to be rehearsed. Let | 


them have something to tax their powers and they will 
take an interest in their work, and capable musicians 
who now stand aloof will join them. If a minister 
really determines to have a thoroughly good musical 
service, and he goes the right way to work, the want of 
an efficient choir will certainly never prevent his wish 
being carried out. 
(To be continued.) 


TORQUAY NONCONFORMIST CHOIR UNION. 


A NonconFrormist Choir Union has been formed in 
Torquay, and the first church festival was held on 
October 28th, in Wesley Church, Babbacombe Road, 
when a hundred and fifty voices, representing ten choirs, 
took part. The organ, at which Mr. Walters presided, 
was supplemented by a small orchestra of eight players. 
Mr, W. Staddon ably conducted. The service opened 
with the singing of the grand old hymn “All people 
that on earth do dwell,” after which the Rev. W. 
Sawyer, pastor of the Primitive Methodist Church, 
offered prayer. The quartet and chorus ‘“ Holy, 
holy, holy,” from £éijah, was sung, the quartet being 
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hope to print in full in an early number. The hymn 
“We give Thee but Thine own” was sung, during 
which a silver collection was made in aid of the funds 
of the Choir Union, after which the Rev. S. Allin, of 
the Bible Christian Chapel, engaged in prayer. The 
grand hymn ‘Now thank we all our God” preceded 
the Benediction, which was pronounced by the Rev. 
James Jefferis, LL.D., pastor of Belgrave Church. 
The concluding item was a Kyrie and Gloria by Mozart, 
and this was well rendered. The whole performance 
was most creditable to all concerned, 


Monconformist Church Organs. 


CHAPEL STREET CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH, BLACKBURN. 


Built by Willis, London. 
Great Organ, 


Feet. 
1. Clarion , ; F ‘ : . ey 
2. Trumpet , 8 
3. Flute Harmonic . 4 
4. Fifteenth 2 
5. Principal 4 d , ‘ Ae” 
6. Claribel Flute. ‘ 4 , f a8 
7. Gamba ; ; 8 
8. Open Diapason . . , , ong 
g. Contra Gamba . : . ‘ ; . 16 
Swell Organ, 
10. Hautboy 8 
Ir. Cornepean . 8 
12, Vox Humana 8 
13. Flageolet 4 
14. Gemshorn 4 
15. Lieblich Gedact . 8 
16. Salcional 8 
17. Vox Angelica $ 
18. Open Diapason 8 
19. Bourdon 16 
20. Tremulant . ; 
Choir Organ. 
21. Clarionet . ‘ : é ‘ ' at 
22. Concert Flute. ‘ ; , ; : cn 
23. Gemshorn . ; ; ; , ; ; << 
24. Dulciana. ; ‘ . ; ‘ ‘ . 2 
25. Oboe . , ‘ 3 : ; ‘ : ie 
26. Claribel , , , ; , - ; Pa 
27. Viola de Gamba . ; p ‘ , ; Sd 
Pedal Organ. 
28. Violoncello . : , ; , ; ae 
| 29. Bourdon. . a : ? ; ; ; . 16 
30. Open Diapason . 4 , , F P . 16 
Couplers. 


taken by Miss Staddon (Belgrave), Miss Farrant | 


(Bible Christian), Miss A. Snell (Presbyterian), and 
Miss Watson (Wesleyan). The grand chorus went 
admirably. The first lesson was read by the Rev. E. 
Ashton Jones, of the Union Street Wesleyan Chapel, 


and the hymn ‘‘O worship the King” followed. The | 


second lesson was read by the Rev. Charles Knibbs, 
F.R.Hist.S., of the Abbey Road Congregational Church ; 
and the Te Deum, to the popular and well-known set- 
ting by Dr. Dykes in F, followed, there being just a 
shade of hesitancy in taking up the various leads. The 
Rev. A. H. Reid, M.A., offered prayer, after which 
Stainer’s beautiful anthem “Sing a song of praise” 
was sung in a manner which showed that the capa- 
bilities of the combined choirs had not been over- 
estimated, and the rendering of this anthem was 
undoubtedly the best effort of the evening. A most 
interesting and practical address was given by the Rev. 
—. Theodore Carrier, Wesleyan minister, which we 


31. Swell to Great. | 34. Swell to Pedal. 

32. Swell to Super-Octave. | 25. Great to Pedal. 

33. Swell to Sub-Octave. | 36. Choir to Pedal. 
37. Choir to Great. 


Pneumatic Action. Blown by Crossley’s “ Otto” Gas 
Engine, with Johnson’s Patent Regulator. 


THE NONCONFORMIST CHOIR UNION. 


On the $th ult. a concert was given in the City Temple, 
in connection with the Thursday concerts, by a contin- 
gent of the Nonconformist Choir Union. An attractive 
programme was presented, and an immense audience 
| showed by their enthusiasm great appreciation of the 
| excellent singing. The choir, of some three hundred 
| voices, opened the concert with Handel's ‘O Father, 
whose Almighty power,” and at once satisfied us that 
| they were trained singers and cultured vocalists, ‘The 
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Star of Bethlehem” (Adams) was grandly sung by Mr. 
Mole. Kingston’s anthem “Bless the Lord, O my 
soul” went delightfully, the soloists (Miss Davies, Miss 
Hands, Mr. Mole, and Mr. Tucker) singing admirably in 
the fugued quartet. Mr. Griffiths played, as solos, a 
Pastorale (Guilmant) and a Fanfare (Lemmens), which 
were much applauded. Handel’s chorus “ But as for 
the people,” though somewhat difficult, showed the 
choir were self-reliant, and kept well in hand by the 
conductor. Mr. Barnby’s popular scng “ When the tide 
comes in” was rendered by Miss Edith Hands with 
thrilling pathos and exquisite feeling, for which she 
was deservedly applauded, and would assuredly have 
been recalled had encores not been forbidden. Mr. G. 
Harlow played Sullivan's ‘Lost Chord” as a cornet 
solo with brilliance y and sweetness of intonation, and 
was listened to with marked attention and pleasure. 
Calkin’s anthem “I will magnify Thee, O God my 
King” came next, and the choir is evidently strong in 
anthems, the /ovte parts being very effective. To say 
that Mr. Tucker sang ‘“ Rocked in the cradle of the 
deep” with a depth of feeling would border on frivolity, 
yet it would be true, and also that he sang with much 
clearness of articulation and excellence of intonation. 
Yet another anthem, Barnby’s “I will give thanks unto 
Thee,” and still we are not wearied, but listen with rapt 
attention, and hope fervently that we shall have many 
opportunities of listening to such sweet singing. A 
quartet of brass instruments (Mr. Harlow, cornet ; 
Mr. Kent, 2nd cornet; Mr. Pryce, trombone; and Mr. 
Reed, euphonium) played “God is a Spirit” softly, 
subdued, and without the blare of the brass being too 
prominent. We hope they will be heard again, for it 
was a charming variety.~ Miss Emily Davies sang 
Roeckel’s “Coming of the King” brilliantly and ten- 
derly, and was enthusiastically applauded. 
part-song “ There is music by the river” gave us another 
aspect of the choir’s musical attainments, and we opine 
that in lighter music it is equally pleasing. This song 
gave us great delight, its simplicity being charming. 


Longfellow’s poem “A Psalm of Life,” set as a part- | 
| organist, Mr. Henry W. Dunkley. 


song (Kinross), is a concord of sweet sounds, and as 
sung by the Misses Davies and Hands and Messrs, 
Mole and Tucker was a very pretty and enjoyable 
rendering of the familiar words. 


Pinsuti’s | 


Mr. Minshall, who was the next speaker, urged the 
necessity of making the service of praise as bright and 


' attractive as possible, otherwise the congregations would 


probably go down in numbers, and young people espe- 
cially would be tempted away. He made several sug- 
gestions for improving the music. 

The Rev. Donald Fraser appeared to think that many 
who advocate a good musical service are anxious to 
depose the minister, or something like it. He felt that 
preaching was a stronger attraction than music. He 
admitted he could not play on any instrument, and had 
no knowledge of music; still, he knew when a tune 
went well, and he was not disposed to give entire con- 
trol of musical matters to his organist. 

Dr. Edmonds, in a very genial and happy speech, 
wound up the evening. Though he did not agree with 
all that had been said, he thought all the speakers had 
given them some useful and practical suggestions. 

Hymns and anthems were admirably sung by the 
choirs, accompanied by a piano and harmonium. A 


| capital rendering of ‘Arm, arm, ye brave” was given 


by Mr. Hamilton, and a duet, “In His hands” (Men- 
delssohn), was excellently rendered by Mrs. F, G, 
Edwards and Miss McGaw. The arrangements were 
carried out by Mr. F. G. Edwards, the popular and 


| capable hon. secretary of the association. 


Echoes from the Churches. 


(Paragraphs for this column should reach us by the 20th of the 
month.) 








METROPOLITAN. 
BETHNAL GREEN.—On Sunday, October 25th, a ser- 


, vice of song was given in the Congregational Church, 
The church was nearly filled. The principal, soloists 


| by Mendelssohn’s ‘‘ Hear my prayer.” 
The concluding part- | 


song, “ The Urchins’ Dance” (J. L. Hatton), was atten- | 
| joined in singing several hymns from “Songs and 


tively listened to, though coming last, and was duly 
appreciated and applauded. 
took part in some of the accompaniments to the an- 
thems with excellent effect. 
was a very successful one, and leads us to hope that we 
shall have others of a similarly elevating character; we 
even think of such things as /:djah and the Messiah, 
such confidence have we in the ability of the Noncon- 
formist Choir Union, to whom great and unbounded 
Mr. Minshall conducted, and Mr. J. R. 
ee 


praise is due. 
Griffiths ably:accompanied on the organ. 


NORTH LONDON ASSOCIATION OF PRESBY- 
TERIAN CHOIRS. 

On Tuesday, October 27th, the members of the various 
choirs (about twenty-two in number) belonging to this 
association were entertained in Park Chapel Lecture 
Hall, Canonbury, by their esteemed president, Mr. 
Wales. From half-past six to nearly eight o'clock tea 
and coffee were provided, and an organ recital was 
given in the church above. At the meeting which 
followed, Mr. Wales presided, and was supported by 
several ministers and elders. In his introductory re- 
marks he spoke of the necessity of having good music, 
and he hoped the time was not far distant when the 
“ Hallelujah Chorus” and other music of a similar kind 
would be heard in the chapels, 


The brass instruments | 


| 


The concert throughout | 


were Miss Beatrice Read, Mr. Arthur Duncombe, and 
Mr. Alfred Morton; conductor, Mr. Alfred Morton ; 
The service com- 
menced with an andante by Smart, which was followed 
Solos from 
Elijah, “ \f with all your hearts,” “It is enough,” and 
“QO rest in the Lord,” were given. The congregation 


Solos.” The choir efficiently rendered Beethoven’s 
“ Hallelujah Chorus.” 


BLACKHEATH.—The Sunday-school anniversary ser- 
vices in connection with the Congregational Church were 
held on the 15th ult., when special hymns and anthems 
were sung by the children and choir, among the most 
successful being Mr. J. P. Harding's arrangement of 
“ Forward! be our watchword,” and Mr. J. H. Maunder’s 
setting of the Rev. Paxton Hood’s hymn “ Heaven, 
sweet heaven,” from the new Congregational Sunday- 
school Hymnal. The collections during the day 
amounted to £51. 

CAMDEN . Town.—At Park Chapel the first of the 
seventeenth series of musical services was given on 


' the 11th ult, when Mendelsshon’s Lauda Sion was 


rendered by the choir (augumented), the quartet 
being taken and sung in good style by Miss Adeline 
Davies, Miss Jessie Dixon, Mr. Moss, and Mr, T. 
Meirion Davies. In the second part Miss Dixon sang 
Handel's air ‘Return, O God of Hosts,” in which her 
sonorous contralto voice told well; and Miss Davies 
gave a beautiful rendering of the solo part in Spohr's 
‘As pants the hart.” This was followed by a powerful 
rendering of Mozart's Gloria (Twelfth Mass), and the 
service concluded with Mr. Darnton’s recently published 
setting of ‘Abide with me” for duet and chorus. 
Mr, E. Drewett, A.C.O. (Hare Court Chapel), played 
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the accompaniments and voluntaries with great judg- 
ment and taste, and Mr. Darnton conducted as usual. 
The Rev. H. Coley presided and gave an address. 


It may be mentioned that Mr. Darnton is resigning his | 
post at Park Chapel, having held it for nearly twenty- | 


tive years. The members of the congregation generally 
are expressing much regret at his leaving. The next 
of these special musical services (December 16th) will be 
the last one Mr. Darnton will conduct, having sustained 
them for sixteen years with much success. On that 
occasion a large portion of Handel’s AZessiah will be 
given, the soloists being Madame Barter, Miss Jessie 
Dixon, Mr. George Micklewood, and Mr, Bridson. 


City.—The choir of the City Temple have lost a 
kind and-much-loved friend by the death of Mr. 
Matthew M. Proctor, of Upper Tulse Hill. He always 


took a great interest in the service of praise, and greatly | 
encouraged all who took part in it. For some years he | 


has entertained the choir annually in a most hospitable 
manner, and in various other ways he has shown his 
constant interest in them. In accordance with a wish 
he once expressed to Mr. Minshall, the choir sang at 


his funeral Bickersteth’s hymn “Hush! blessed are | 


the dead.” 
WESTBOURNE PARK.—The Westbourne Park Choral 


Association gave their first performance of the season | 
on Monday, October 26th, when Handel's Messiah was | 
given to a fairly large audience in Westbourne Park | 


Chapel. The “Chorus”: well maintained the high 
standard of excellence established in previous years, 
the leads being well taken up under the baton of the 
conductor, Mr. Rowland Briant, A.R.A.M. Of the 
soloists, Miss Selina Quick must take the palm; her 
pure soprano voice has never been heard to greater 


advantage at these concerts. It is impossible to make | 
special reference to any given number, as all her solos | 


were rendered alike with the same perfect taste and 
expression. Miss Alice Gough, who undertook the 
contralto part, was suffering from a cold, and therefore 
was not heard to the best advantage ; shep however, 
did her best, and was deservedly applauded. Mr, 
T. W. Turner was well received, and rendered the 
tenor solos with much feeling, this being especially 
noticeable in the recitative ‘‘Thy rebuke has broken 
his heart,” and following air. Mr. Arthur Wills, the 
bass vocalist, was in capital voice, and his style, dis- 
played in ‘“ Why do the nations,” was particularly good. 


Miss Frances Goodall, the accompanist, deserves special | 


notice, her difficult task being executed with great care 
and skill. 


PROVINCIAL. 


BRIGHOUSE.—An organ recital was given ip Park 
Church on the 7th ult. by Mr. S. E. Worton, R.A.M. 
(Hon. Cert.), of Elland, on the large three-manual 
organ there. The programme comprised selections from 
the writings of Handel, Guilmant, Morandi, Bach, 


Lemmens, Salome, and an “Impromptu,” which was | 


loudly applauded, so much so that a second impromptu 
was given. Vocal music was contributed by Miss 
Worton and Messrs. White and Moore. There was a 
good audience. This was Mr. Worton’s fourth recital 
in Brighouse since Christmas 1890. 


Daw .isH.—The choir and friends of Teignmouth gave 
a repetition of their harvest festival music in the 





EsLey.—Mr. John Jacob, the esteemed organist of 
Ebley Chapel, has recently been presented with an 
address and a purse of gold. 

Luton.—On Monday, October 26th, the Park Street 
Baptist Chapel was crowded with an enthusiastic audi- 
ence, the occasion being a sacred concert on behalf of 
the choir and organ fund. Councillor Hucklesby occu- 
pied the chair. Mr. S. Heath, in ‘‘ Thy glorious deeds,” 
from Samson, and “ The desert,” gained loud and con- 
tinued applause. Miss Minnie Kirton was in capital 
voice, and was lavishly applauded for her excellent 
singing of “ Consider the lilies” and “ But the Lord” 
(Mendelssohn). In addition to other solos given by 
Misses Burditt and L. Durrant in good style, a number 
of the best oratorio choruses were sung by a large 
choir, under the conductorship of Mr. F. Hucklesby, 
“O great is the depth” being splendidly given. The 
organ accompaniments were very finely played by Mr, 
Godfrey. The collection realised nearly £14. 





NoTTINGHAM.—The bi-centenary of the foundation 
of the High Pavement Chapel was celebrated by special 
services in the chapel on Sunday, the 8th ult. and 
Monday evening, the 9th ult., and by a public meeting 
at the Albert Hall, on Tuesday, the roth ult., when ad- 
dresses were delivered by the Rev. Dr. Crosskey, J. 
Page Hopps, R. A. Armstrong, C. Hargrove, P. W. 
Clayden, Joseph Wood, James Harwood, and Dr. 
Blake Odgers. On such an occasion the pulpit ad- 
dresses naturally were of the first importance, and the 
musical services only deserve mention because the 
beautiful liturgy in use at the High Pavement was 
enhanced by the presence and participation of large 
congregations, among whom were many strangers from 
other towns. The choir deserve credit for their success 
in rendering the service so as to thoroughly arouse the 
interest of the congregation, who joined heartily in the 
hymns and chants. The anthems were ‘“ How lovely 
are the messengers ” (Mendelssohn), ‘‘ The glory of the 
Lord” (Goss), and “ Holiest, breathe an evening bless- 
ing” (Maitland). A beautiful hymn, written for the 
occasion by Mr. Samuel Collinson, a member of the 
congregation, and set to Austria, was sung at two of 
the services. Mr. W. Wright presided at the organ, 


PENRITH.—Sunday, the st ult., was the day appointed 
for the harvest thanksgiving services in the Congrega- 
tional Church. A departure from the ordinary form of 
worship in the evening, when a musical service was 
held, attracted a large congregation, many persons 
having to be content with seats on the window-sills in 
the gallery, and on forms placed in the aisles down- 
stairs. In addition to ea number of Congregational 
harvest hymns, and an appropriate address on music 
by the pastor, the Rev. J. Gleeson, the choir rendered 
a harvest ode, entitled “ The Song of the Sower,” and a 
number of selected pieces, inavhich solos were sung 
by Miss Lizzie Robertson, Mr. J. Richardson, and 
Mr. J. Bell. Mr. Jas. Scott conducted, and Mr. W. 
Scott presided at the organ, and it need only be added 
that the choir, whose musical accomplishments are so 
well known locally, acquitted themselves most credit- 
ably. 


TEIGNMOUTH.—The annual festival in connection 
with the Congregational Church was held on Octo- 


| ber 22nd, when special music was given by the 


Congregational Church on behalf of the local cottage | 
hospital. A large congregation attended, and the per- | 
formance gave very great pleasure and satisfaction. | 


Miss Creedy, the organist, is to be congratulated on 


having trained her chorus to such a state of efficiency. | 


The soloists were—Mrs. Stoneman, Misses Hele, Nors- 
worthy, Hutchings, and Mear; Messrs, Pedrick and 
Wills, 


choir, assisted by friends in the town. The pro- 
gramme was considered the best work yet attempted 
by this musical congregation. In spite of the inclement 
weather the church was well filled, and it is known 
that had the evening been fine considerable overcrowd- 
ing would have resulted. 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS.—Mr. A. G. Archer has been 
appointed organist of Mount Pleasant Congregational 
Church.—On October 29th a farewell reception and 
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Star of Bethlehem” (Adams) was grandly sung by Mr. 
Mole. Kingston’s anthem “Bless the Lord, O my 
soul” went delightfully, the soloists (Miss Davies, Miss 
Hands, Mr. Mole, and Mr. Tucker) singing admirably in 
the fugued quartet. Mr. Griffiths played, as solos, a 
Pastorale (Guilmant) and a Fanfare (Lemmens), which 
were much applauded. Handel’s chorus “ But as for 
the people,” though somewhat difficult, showed the 
choir were self-reliant, and kept well in hand by the 
conductor. Mr, Barnby’s popular scng “ When the tide 
comes in” was rendered by Miss Edith Hands with 
thrilling pathos and exquisite feeling, for which she 
was deservedly applauded, and would assuredly have 
been recalled had encores not been forbidden. Mr. G. 
Harlow played Sullivan’s “ Lost Chord” as a cornet 
solo with brilliancy and sweetness of intonation, and 
was listened to with marked attention and pleasure. 


Calkin’s anthem ‘I will magnify Thee, O God my | 


King” came next, and the choir is evidently strong in 
anthems, the forte parts being very effective. To say 
that Mr. Tucker sang ‘ Rocked in the cradle of the 


deep” with a depth of feeling would border on frivolity, | 


yet it would be true, and also that he sang with much 
clearness of articulation and excellence of intonation. 
Yet another anthem, Barnby’s “I will give thanks unto 
Thee,” and still we are not wearied, but listen with rapt 
attention, and hope fervently that we shall have many 
opportunities of listening to such sweet singing. A 
quartet of brass instruments (Mr. Harlow, cornet; 
Mr. Kent, 2nd cornet; Mr. Pryce, trombone; and Mr. 
Reed, euphonium) played “God is a Spirit” softly, 
subdued, and without the blare of the brass being too 
prominent. We hope they will be heard again, for it 
was a charming variety.. Miss Emily Davies sang 
Roeckel’s “Coming of the King” brilliantly and ten- 
derly, and was enthusiastically applauded. Pinsuti’s 
part-song “ There is music by the river” gave us another 
aspect of the choir’s musical attainments, and we opine 


that in lighter music it is equally pleasing. This song | 


gave us great delight, its simplicity being charming. 
Longfellow’s poem “A Psalm of Life,” set as a part- 
song (Kinross), is a concord of sweet sounds, and as 
sung by the Misses Davies and Hands and Messrs, 
Mole and Tucker was a very pretty and enjoyable 
rendering of the familiar words. The concluding part- 
song, “ The Urchins’ Dance” (J. L. Hatton), was atten- 
tively listened to, though coming last, and was duly 
appreciated and applauded. The brass instruments 
took part in some of the accompaniments to the an- 
thems with excellent effect. 
was a very successful one, and leads us to hope that we 
shall have others of a similarly elevating character; we 
even think of such things as E/ijah and the Messiah, 
such confidence have we in the ability of the Noncon- 
formist Choir Union, to whom great and unbounded 
Mr. Minshall conducted, and Mr, J. R. 
W. J. 


praise is due, 
Griffiths ably:accompanied on the organ. 


NORTH LONDON ASSOCIATION OF PRESBY- 
TERIAN CHOIRS. 
On Tuesday, October 27th, the members of the various 


choirs (about twenty-two in number) belonging to this 
association were entertained in Park Chapel Lecture 


The concert throughout | 





Hall, Canonbury, by their esteemed president, Mr. | 


Wales. From half-past six to nearly eight o'clock tea 
and coffee were provided, and an organ recital was 
given in the church above. At the meeting which 
followed, Mr. Wales presided, and was supported by 
several ministers and elders. In his introductory re- 
marks he spoke of the necessity of having good music, 
and he hoped the time was not far distant when the 
“Hallelujah Chorus” and other music of a similar kind 
would be heard in the chapels, 


| Meirion Davies. 


| Edwards and Miss McGaw. 


Mr. Minshall, who was the next speaker, urged the 
necessity of making the service of praise as bright and 
attractive as possible, otherwise the congregations would 
probably go down in numbers, and young people espe- 
cially would be tempted away. He made several sug- 
gestions for improving the music. 

The Rev. Donald Fraser appeared to think that many 
who advocate a good musical service are anxious to 
depose the minister, or something like it. He felt that 


| preaching was a stronger attraction than music. He 


admitted he could not play on any instrument, and had 
no knowledge of music; still, he knew when a tune 
went well, and he was not disposed to give entire con- 
trol of musical matters to his organist. 

Dr. Edmonds, in a very genial and happy speech, 
wound up the evening. Though he did not agree with 


| all that had been said, he thought all the speakers had 


given them some useful and practical suggestions. 

Hymns and anthems were admirably sung by the 
choirs, accompanied by a piano and harmonium. A 
capital rendering of ‘ Arm, arm, ye brave” was given 
by Mr. Hamilton, and a duet, “In His hands” (Men- 
delssohn), was excellently rendered by Mrs. F, G, 
The arrangements were 
carried out by Mr. F. G. Edwards, the popular and 
capable hon. secretary of the association. 


Echoes from the Churches. 


(Paragraphs for this column should reach us by the 20th of the 
month.) 








METROPOLITAN. 

BETHNAL GREEN.—On Sunday, October 25th, a ser- 
vice of song was given in the Congregational Church. 
The church was nearly filled. The principal, soloists 
were Miss Beatrice Read, Mr. Arthur Duncombe, and 
Mr. Alfred Morton; conductor, Mr. Alfred Morton; 
organist, Mr. Henry W. Dunkley. The service com- 
menced with an andante by Smart, which was followed 
by Mendelssohn’s .‘‘ Hear my prayer.” Solos from 
Elijah, “ \f with all your hearts,” “It is enough,” and 
“O rest in the Lord,” were given. The congregation 
joined in singing several hymns from “Songs and 
Solos.” The choir efficiently rendered Beethoven's 
“ Hallelujah Chorus.” 


BLACKHEATH.—The Sunday-school anniversary ser- 
vices in connection with the Congregational Church were 
held on the 15th ult., when special hymns and anthems 
were sung by the children and choir, among the most 
successful being Mr. J. P. Harding’s arrangement of 
‘‘ Forward! be our watchword,” and Mr. J. H. Maunder’s 
setting of the Rev. Paxton Hood’s hymn “ Heaven, 
sweet heaven,” from the new Congregational Sunday- 
school Hymnal. The collections during the day 
amounted to £51. 

CAMDEN - Town.—At Park Chapel the first of the 
seventeenth series of musical services was given on 
the 11th ult, when Mendelsshon’s Lauda Sion was 
rendered by the choir (augumented), the quartet 
being taken and sung in good style by Miss Adeline 
Davies, Miss Jessie Dixon, Mr. Moss, and Mr. T. 
In the second part Miss Dixon sang 
Handel's air ‘Return, O God of Hosts,” in which her 
sonorous contralto voice told well; and Miss Davies 
gave a beautiful rendering of the solo part in Spohr's 
‘As pants the hart.” This was followed by a powerful 
rendering of Mozart’s Gloria (Twelfth Mass), and the 
service concluded with Mr. Darnton’s recently published 
setting of ‘Abide with me” for duet and chorus. 
Mr, E. Drewett, A.C.O. (Hare Court Chapel), played 

















Dec. 1891. | 





THE NONCONFORMIST MUSICAL JOURNAL. 187 





the accompaniments and voluntaries with great judg- 
ment and taste, and Mr. Darnton conducted as usual. 
The Rev. H. Coley presided and gave an address. 
It may be mentioned that Mr. Darnton is resigning his 
post at Park Chapel, having held it for nearly twenty- 
tive years. The members of the congregation generally 
are expressing much regret at his leaving. The next 
of these special musical services (December 16th) will be 
the last one Mr. Darnton will conduct, having sustained 
them for sixteen years with much success. On that 
occasion a large portion of Handel’s Messtah will be 
given, the soloists being Madame Barter, Miss Jessie 
Dixon, Mr. George Micklewood, and Mr. Bridson. 


City.—-The choir of the City Temple have lost a 
kind and-much-loved friend by the death of Mr. 
Matthew M. Proctor, of Upper Tulse Hill. He always 
took a great interest in the service of praise, and greatly 
encouraged all who took part in it. For some years he 
has entertained the choir annually in a most hospitable 
manner, and in various other ways he has shown his 
constant interest in them. In accordance with a wish 


he once expressed to Mr. Minshall, the choir sang at | 


his funeral Bickersteth’s hymn “ Hush! blessed are 
the dead.” 


WESTBOURNE PARK.—The Westbourne Park Choral 
Association gave their first performance of the season 
on Monday, October 26th, when Handel’s Messiah was 
given to a fairly large audience in Westbourne Park 
Chapel. The “Chorus”: well maintained the high 
standard of excellence established in previous years, 
the leads being well taken up under the baton of the 
conductor, Mr. Rowland Briant, A.R.A.M. Of the 
soloists, Miss Selina Quick must take the palm; her 
pure soprano voice has never been heard to greater 
advantage at these concerts. It is impossible to make 
special reference to any given number, as all her solos 
were rendered alike with the same perfect taste and 
expression. Miss Alice Gough, who undertook the 


contralto part, was suffering from a cold, and therefore | 
was not heard to the best advantage ; she» however, | 


did her best, and was deservedly applauded. Mr, 
T. W. Turner was well received, and rendered the 
tenor solos with much feeling, this being especially 
noticeable in the recitative ‘‘Thy rebuke has broken 
his heart,” and following air. Mr. Arthur Wills, the 
bass vocalist, was in capital voice, and his style, dis- 
played in “ Why do the nations,” was particularly good. 
Miss Frances Goodall, the accompanist, deserves special 
notice, her difficult task being executed with great care 
and skill. 


PROVINCIAL. 


BRIGHOUSE.—An organ recital was given ip Park 
Church on the 7th ult. by Mr. S. E. Worton, R.A.M. 
(Hon. Cert.), of Elland, on the large three-manual 
organ there. The programme comprised selections from 
the writings of Handel, Guilmant, Morandi, Bach, 
Lemmens, Salome, and an “Impromptu,” which was 
loudly applauded, so much so that a second impromptu 
was given. Vocal music: was contributed by Miss 
Worton and Messrs. White and Moore. There was a 
good audience. This was Mr. Worton’s fourth recital 
in Brighouse since Christmas 1890. 


Daw.isH.—The choir and friends of Teignmouth gave 
a repetition of their harvest festival music in the 


Congregational Church on behalf of the local cottage | by this susie echgragation: 


hospital. A large congregation attended, and the per- 
formance gave very great pleasure and satisfaction. 
Miss Creedy, the organist, is to be congratulated on 
having trained her chorus to such a state of efficiency. 
The soloists were—Mrs. Stoneman, Misses Hele, Nors- 
worthy, Hutchings, and Mear; Messrs, Pedrick and 
Wills, 


EsLEY.—Mr. John Jacob, the esteemed organist of 
Ebley Chapel, has recently been presented with an 
address and a purse of gold. 


Luton.—On Monday, October 26th, the Park Street 
Baptist Chapel was crowded with an enthusiastic audi- 
ence, the occasion being a sacred concert on behalf of 
the choir and organ fund. Councillor Hucklesby occu- 
pied the chair. Mr. S. Heath, in ‘“ Thy glorious deeds,” 
from Samson, and “ The desert,” gained loud and con- 
tinued applause. Miss Minnie Kirton was in capital 


| voice, and was lavishly applauded for her excellent 








choir, 


singing of “Consider the lilies” and “ But the Lord” 
(Mendelssohn). In addition to other solos given by 
Misses Burditt and L. Durrant in good style, a number 
of the best oratorio choruses were sung by a large 
choir, under the conductorship of Mr. F. Hucklesby, 
“O great is the depth” being splendidly given. The 
organ accompaniments were very finely played by Mr, 
Godfrey. The collection realised nearly £14. 


NOTTINGHAM.—The bi-centenary of the foundation 
of the High Pavement Chapel was celebrated by speciat 
services in the chapel on Sunday, the 8th ult., and 
Monday evening, the 9th ult., and by a public meeting 
at the Albert Hall, on Tuesday, the roth ult., when ad- 
dresses were delivered by the Rev. Dr. Crosskey, J. 
Page Hopps, R. A. Armstrong, C. Hargrove, P. W. 
Clayden, Joseph Wood, James Harwood, and Dr. 
Blake Odgers. On such an occasion the pulpit ad- 
dresses naturally were of the first importance, and the 
musical services only deserve mention because the 
beautiful liturgy in use at the High Pavement was 
enhanced by the presence and participation of large 
congregations, among whom were many strangers from 
other towns. The choir deserve credit for their success 
in rendering the service so as to thoroughly arouse the 


interest of the congregation, who joined heartily in the. 


hymns and chants. The anthems were “ How lovely 
are the messengers ” (Mendelssohn), ‘‘ The glory of the 
Lord” (Goss), and “ Holiest, breathe an evening bless- 
ing” (Maitland). A beautiful hymn, written for the 
occasion by Mr. Samuel Collinson, a member of the 
congregation, and set to Austria, was sung at two of 
the services. Mr. W. Wright presided at the organ. 


PENRITH.—Sunday, the 1st ult., was the day appointed 
for the harvest thanksgiving services in the Congrega- 
tional Church. A departure from the ordinary form of 
worship in the evening, when a musical service was 
held, attracted a large congregation, many persons 
having to be content with seats on the window-sills in 
the gallery, and on forms placed in the aisles down- 
stairs. In addition to*a number of Congregational 
harvest hymns, and an appropriate address on music 
by the pastor, the Rev. J. Gleeson, the choir rendered 
a harvest ode, entitled “ The Song of the Sower,” and a 
number of selected pieces, inavhich solos were sung 
by Miss Lizzie Robertson, Mr. J. Richardson, and 
Mr. J. Bell. Mr. Jas. Scott conducted, and Mr. W. 
Scott presided at the organ, and it need only be added 
that the choir, whose musical accomplishments are so 
well known locally, acquitted themselves most credit- 
ably. 

TEIGNMOUTH.—The annual festival in connection 
with the Congregational Church was held on Octo- 
ber 22nd, when special music was given by the 
assisted by friends in the town. The pro- 
gramme was considered the best work yet attempted 
In spite of the inclement 
weather the church was well filled, and it is known 
that had the evening been fine considerable overcrowd- 
ing would have resulted, 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS.—Mr. A. G. Archer has been 
appointed organist of Mount Pleasant Congregational 
Church,—On October 29th a farewell reception and 
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supper was given to the members of the Tunbridge 
Wells Mount Pleasant Congregational Church Choir by 
Mr. Fred. Brackett, on his resignation of the office of 
honorary .organist and choirmaster, a post which he 


has held for upwards of nine years. Unanimous regret , 


was expressed at the circumstances which necessitated 
Mr. Brackett placing his resignation in the hands of 
the church authorities, and a presentation was made 
to him by the choir of a handsome carriage clock as 
a souvenir of the many years during which they had 
worked together. 

UxBrIDGE.—On Sunday, October 25th, Providence 
Chapel was reopened after extensive alterations. The 
organ has also been enlarged and renovated by the 
original builders, Henry Jones & Son, of Chelsea, under 
the direction of the organist, Mr. G. L. Adler. Handel’s 
Hallelujah Chorus was performed by the choir, and a 
selection of music, including the ‘Lost Chord” and 
“ Silver Trumpets,” was given by the organist. 


Reviews. 


Two Settings of the Te Deum. By J. H. Maunder. 
No. 1, on Free Chant Form. (Novello & Co., Berners 
Street, W. 3d. each.)—Two excellent settings, both 
within the capabilities of an ordinary congregation. 
There is some effective unison writing in No. 2, which 
gives it plenty of “go.” 

Gloria in Excelsis Deo and Holy Child. Two 
Christmas Carols. By H. Ernest Nichol, Mus, Bac. 
(Marlborough Avenue, Hull. 2¢. each.) —Two pretty 
carols, with good flowing melodies. 

Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis. By R. R. Terry. 
(Novello & Co. 3d.)—Very suitable for parochial use, 
being free from difficulties. 


Co Correspondents. 


A. C. D. and many others,—We cannot possibly 
find space to review all the music that is sent us. 

A. F. J.—You had better go to the Royal Academy 
of Music. 

An INQUIRER.—Write to the secretary, and he will 
explain, 

AN ORGANIST.—Mendelssohn’s sonatas and Handel’s 
concertos. ’ 

HyevontA.—You will find all you want in Grove’s 
“ Dictionary of Music.” . 

FippLeE.—You can get it at Augeners, 

The following are thanked for their letters :--S. D. 
(Barnet), J. G. T. (Camberwell), F. A. J. (Dulwich), 
A. J. (New Cross), W.*J. (York), S. E. (Nottingham), 
W. R. (Oldham), E. J. M. (Gloucester), R. N. (Ipswich), 
T. J. S. (Rhyl), B. D. (Poole), F. J. (Belfast), W. S. D. 
(Stirling). 


Staccato Motes. 


“A Star man has been interviewing many of the lead- 
ing lights in the musical world as to lowering the pitch. 
A very large majority are in favour of it. 

THE Llanelly Choral Society, which won the prize at 
the last Eisteddfod, gave a concert in St. James's Hall 
on the 16th ult. with much success, 

THE Archbishop of Canterbury has conferred the 
degree of Doctor of Music on Mr. H. E. Ford, who 
has been organist of Carlisle Cathedral for forty-eight 
years. 
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Mr. THomaAs Casson gave an interesting lecture on 
“Combinational Movements” in connection with the 
College of Organists on the 3rd ult. 

THE Messiah was given in Westminster Abbey on 
the 11th ult. by the Royal Society of Musicians. 

A MEMORIAL cross, erected by public subscription over 
the grave of the late Dr. W. H. Monk, was uncovered 
on the 2nd ult. by Bishop Jenner. 

THE Prince of Wales, under warrant dated November 
gth, 1891, has specially appointed Messrs. John Brins- 
mead. & Sons pianoforte manufacturers to His Royal 
Highness. 

AN interesting programme of the Stratford Musical 
Festival for 1892 has been prepared. Amongst the 
adjudicators are Dr. J. F. Bridge, Mr. H. C. Banister, 
Mr. Walter Macfarren, and Mr, Randegger. This 
institution, which is now in its tenth year, is doing 
much good in the district. b 

Dr. Cresser, of Leeds, has been appointed organist 
to the Chapel Royal, St. James’s. 

Mr. Alexander Tucker, the well known dasso-profundo, 
gave a successful concert in Portman Rooms on the 
17th ult. 

Professor Stanford’s Birmingham oratorio “den was 
performed by the Royal Choral Society on the 18th ult, 


Messrs. Boosey resumed their popular Ballad Concerts 


- on the 18th ult. 


WE desire to call the attention of our readers to the 
proposed issue, on December Ist, of a special Mozart 
Centenary supplement to Zhe Musical Times for that 
month, It will consist of thirty-two pages, and contain, 
besides a biographical sketch of the master and a paper 
on his genius and works, a number of interesting 
extracts from a variety of sources with reference to 
his qualities and the circumstances of his career. A 
considerable number of illustrations, including many 
portraits and views of places made memorable by 
association with the great musician, will be given “in 
the text.”" There will also be a special portrait of 
Mozart by Professor Hubert Herkomer, R.A. 


Accidentals. 


A Lapy or Note.—“ How distinguished looking she 
is! Is she a lady of note?” “ Yaw, she vos a 
musician.” 

BETWEEN THE Acts.—“Do you think Wagner’s 
theory of music is sound, professor? ‘Yes, too much,” 


BARONESS (to new footman): “ Johann, pray do not 
whistle so abominably ; such vulgar street tunes, too.” 

Jonann: “But your ladyship does not expect to 
hear a rhapsody of Liszt when I'm blacking the boots. 
That comes on later, when I’m cleaning the silver.” 


A Mrs. HANNAH JONES raised a tablet to the memory 
of the departed Jones, who had been a hosier, the 
inscription on which, after recording his many virtues, 
wound up with the following couplet :— 

“ He left his hose, his Hannah, and his love, 

To go and sing hosannah in the realms above.” 


Tommy (reading): “ Not a drum was heard, not a 
funeral note, as his corse to the ramparts we hurried.” 
InspEcTOR: “ Well, what is meant by ‘Not a funeral! 
note ?’” 
‘Tommy: “Please, sir, there was no invitations sent.” 
[/uspector looks grave. 


A POPULAR soprano is said to have a voice of fine 
timbre, a willowy figure, cherry lips, chestnut hair, and 
hazel eyes. She must have been raised in the lumber 
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